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force into upper Assam to restore order and to re-
instate the Ahom king on his throne. To this end,
in September, 1792, Captain Welsh, with Lieutenants
Williams, Macgregor as Force-Adjutant, and Wood
as Surveyor, with six companies of Native Infantry,
namely, three of his own battalion, the i6th Native
Infantry, at Barrakpore, and the others from the
19th and 24th Native Infantry at Berhampore, with
a British officer to each company, were despatched
by boat to Assam and reached Goalpara early in
December. A little further up the river Welsh was
joined by the fugitive Ahom king with a small follow-
ing, and he landed some eight miles west of Gauhati
which was entered unopposed. From here a message
was sent to Krishna Narain of Darrang on the north
bank, whose Bengali mercenaries were the chief cause
of disturbance in the west of Kamarupa ; and as he
declined to come in Welsh crossed the Brahmaputra
with 280 sepoys and attacked him in his position on
a fortified hill, whence he finally dislodged the large
gang with a loss to him of six killed, and captured
forty cannon. In this action despatches say Lieutenant
Macgregor greatly distinguished himself. A few days
later Lieutenant Williams, with three companies,
was sent into Mangaldai, where he succeeded in com-
pletely dispersing the enemy. On Welsh's return
to Gauhati, having settled that trouble, which, indeed,
on leaving Calcutta, was all that had been intended
for the gravity of the Moamaria rising had not then
been understood, Gaurinath begged him to assist in
eastern Assam where the rebellion was at its worst ;
and as Welsh now received a letter from Lord
Cornwallis telling him to act as seemed best until